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NOTES AND QUEKIES. 

IROtCB. 
Letter of Josiah W. Gibbs to Mes. Perry, 1784. 

Philad a 16"> October 1784. 

Dear Mrs. Perry 

The bearer my honor' d friend Solomon Meers sets of for your Coun- 
try on the Morrow — Surrounded as I am with Bussiness perplex' d as I 
am with the multiplicity of occurrences I must devote two Minutes to 
inform of our Welfare. Betsy & Billy are both tolerable well except 
the latter she has (poor little Lark) the hooping Cough but thro' the 
Blessing of Heaven not bad. Mrs. Gibbs is very well & all join in 
Love to you & Miss Nancy Perry. I wish we could take a Tour to your 
delightful Village, free from the Noise & Bustle of a Town, we could 
enjoy the pleasure of Eetirement & of seeing our Friends, but this we 
must postpone for the present. 

Inclosed is Invo'. & Bill of Lading for Sundry Merchandize ship't on 
Board the Sloop Seaflower Cap' Treat am* £106.3.3 which is passed to 
your Debit. I am sorry that we could not supply you with all the Ar- 
ticles in your Memorandum, but our Goods are not all come in, hope 
these sent will answer & would recommend your selling for a small 
profit, as we can at any time supply you with more & shall think my- 
self happy if I can render you any Service. With much Esteem I am 

Your friend & Ser' 

Josiah W. Gibbs. 

A Farce, by Hon. William Ellery, of Ehode Island, found 
among his papers, and a copy made for the use of The Pennsylvania 
Magazine, by Miss Henrietta Ellery. 

A FABCE. 

The Theatre represents the Bobin Hood Society in their hall, the 
President sitting under a canopy. 

Scene. 

Pompom, Olorioso, Whiggo. 

Pompom rises and addresses himself to the President. 

I rise, Sir, to propose a plan 
Of vast importance to each State, 
I'm sure 'twill suit us to a man 
And not excite the least debate. 
In dirty chairs too long we've sat, 
Too long on naked floors we've stood, 
I cannot think of this or that 
But boiling choler fires my blood. 
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No great distinction, Sir, besides 
Marks as it ought, each patriot sage, 
Great evils, Sir, that State betides 
Where dressed alike is prince and page. 
Let chairs be bought of costly wood, 
The bottoms stuff' d with down of geese — 
How can we feel in proper mood 
Unless we sit at perfect ease ? 
Let carpet Gobelin o'erspread, 
And hide the knotty, homely floor, 
Let Freedom's Cap, adorn each head 
And flowing robes make cits adore 
Our dignities. Alas ! too long 
We've passed unnoticed through the street, 
Or when we've mingled with the throng 
Not one our noble selves would greet. 

Olorioso seconds the motion. 

I second, Sir, my worthy friend, 
And these amendments pray for 
That members each have paper, 
Sand, pen, ink, wax and wafer. 
I move besides to fix the rank 

Of least some awkward wight 

When makes the dinner frank 

Instead of left should take the right. 
Or in procession thrust his nose 
Proudly before his noble betters, 
Or dare his body interpose 
Sages among renowned for letters. 
To members title I propose 
To give of Excellency, 
Or somewhat which they may suppose 
As well will suit the proudest fancy. 
For President is placid far 
By title proud, above his peera. 
Such marked distinction I abhor. 
Members I I wish you'd lend your ears 
To this and every mention' d head. 
I burn t' advance to highest pitch 
And make our glory widely spread 
As far as Fame her flight can stretch. 

Pomposo seconds ye amendment. 

Whiggo. 

Could flowing robes make language flow 
Or Caps of Freedom sense impart, 
Carpet's gay tints make fancy glow 
Or cushioned chairs improve the heart ; 
Could titles high exalt the soul 
To form some wise, some great design ; 
Could rank the passions' rage control 
And make confederate orders shine 
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All might agree with hand and heart 

To urge and push these motions through ; — 

But, Sir, we know pomp can't impart 

Good sense, or give finance a sous. 

Besides, what would our cits opine 

Who think we ardent lust for power ? 

Trust me they'd lash in keenest lines 

And all their vengence on us pour. 

In vain you'd quote old Greece and Borne, 

And talk of lictors, aye and fasces ; 

They'd tell you, Sirs, pray look at home 

Nor sequents be like servile asses ; — 

Let motions and amendments all 

Sink in commitment's deepest pit ; 

None for report will on them call 

'Till lose all sense and wit. 

They were committed. 

Finis. 

The Earl op Ranfurly, Governor of New Zealand, and his Private 
Secretary, Major Dudley Alexander, both descendants of William Penn, 
visited The Historical Society of Pennsylvania on August 17, 1904, and 
examined the Penn manuscripts and relics. 

Patrick Sullivan, who enlisted in Captain Michael Doudel's com- 
pany of riflemen from York County June 25, 1775, served throughout 
the war for independence. After his term of enlistment expired in the 
First Battalion of Riflemen, Colonel William Thompson, he re-enlisted 
for two years from July 1, 1776, in Captain James Grier's company, 
First Pennsylvania Continental Line. At the battle of Germantown he 
was wounded in the leg, and discharged in 1778. In a few months he 
again enlisted, this time in the Second Pennsylvania Continental Line, 
and at the siege of Yorktown was wounded in the groin. He was dis- 
charged from the Continental army in 1783, and later became a pen- 
sioner. This sturdy veteran's last service was under Wayne in his 
campaign against the Indians in 1794, after which he became a resident 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

ffiooft mottces. 

Letters and Papers relating to the Alaska Frontier. Edited 
by Edwin Swift Balch, A.B. (Harvard). Philadelphia. Press of 
Allen, Lane & Scott. 1904. 
In this work the editor has collected a number of newspaper edito- 
rials and items and some letters relating to the Alaska boundary 
question. 

Year-Book of the Pennsylvania Society, 1904. New York. 
8vo, 95 and 256 pp. 
Again this annual makes its appearance, compiled by the master hand 
of the Secretary of the Society. The lists of officers, members, and 
reports for the past year are followed by a special contribution by Mr. 
Ferree, entitled "Pennsylvania : A Primer," which presents in concise 



